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L etter of Demanding for the Rdease of Dr. Pham Hong Son from Communist Vietnam’s Prison

George W. Bush, President of CIC:

The United States of America 1) Ambassador to Vietnam 2) U.S. Secretary of

The White House Sate 3) Senate Foreign Relations Subcommittee

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW on East Asan and Pecific Affairs  4) Members of

Washington, DC 20500 the U.S. House of Representatives and Senate
Dear Honorable President Bush:

We, the undersgned join the Americans for Human Rightsin Vietnam Action to respectfully bring to

your atention the Communist Vietnamese Supreme People's Court S harsh sentencing of Dr. Pham Hong
Son on 8/26/2003 for 5 yearsin prison plus 3 years of house arrest for posting an essay on democracy
on the I nternet and using the Web to contact people in Vietham and abroad. In addition, we ask you to
demand Vietham toimmediately and unconditionally release Dr. Pham Hong Son with full restoration
of his human rights and freedom of peech for the following reasons.

Pham Hong Son isa qudified Medica Doctor, 35, married, afather of 2 children aged 4 and 6, residence at
72-B, Thuy Khue, Tay Ho in Hanoi, employed by Pharmaceutica Trade Wind Asa Company in Vietnam.

On June 18, 2003, Ha Noi People' s Court convicted and sentenced Dr. Son for 13 yearsin prison and 3
years of house arrest with a fabricated spying charge after his posting the essay on democracy that he
trandated from the State Department's Web site. On 8/26/2003, Hanoi’ s Supreme Peopl€e's Court of
Apped reduced his prison term to 5 yearsin prison and 3 years of house arrest from 13 years. He has been
detained since March 27, 2002 afew weeks after trandating and publishing online this essay entitled "What
is democracy”.

The apped hearing like the origind trid was off-limits to foreign observers and security wastight at the
courthouse. Representatives from nine embassies of the U.S,, Italy, Audtraia, France, Canada... and
severd of foreign journdigts from AP, Reuters, AFP, etc...were a so barred from attending the apped trid.
After the hearing, the Supreme Court confirmed the origind guilty verdict againgt Pham Hong Son. The
trid lasted for only one day on espionage charges and sentenced him under Article 80 of the Viet Nam
Crimind Code for using the Internet to disseminate pro-democracy materid, taking the initiative to phone
and emall political opportunistsin Vietnam and abroad as stated in an April 10, 2003 indictment.

Hanoi’ s People Court accused him of collecting materias with content denigrating and distorting the policy
of the Communist Vietnam's Party and the nation, collecting materids and information and distributing
them to exile reactionary persons for them to fasaly accuse Vietnam of violating human rights and that he
actively prepared for the establishment of forces for pluralism and democracy in Viet Nam.

The U.S, has granted waiver of the JacksonVanik Amendment (Most-favored nation privileges) to
Vietnam in terms of non-humanitarian ad, effectively offering American taxpayer subsidies and insurance
to private busnessinvestmentsin Vietnam, which was supposed to promote freedom of speech and human
rights; yet, Vietnam has evidently continued violating basic human rights and freedom of speech of itsown
people.
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Vietnam has been amember to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights Since 1982. Article
9 of the covenant provides dl individuds the right to be free from arrest or detention that is arbitrary.
Article 19 protects the rights to freedom of expression, including the "freedom to seek, recelve and impart
information and ideas of al kinds."

Vietnam's Pend Code lists numerous crimes againgt nationd security, some of which contain provisons
violaing internationd human rightslaw. Examplesinclude article 88 of the Pend Code, "Conducting
propaganda againg the Socidist Republic of Vietnam”; article 87, "Undermining the unity policy™; and
article 79, "Carrying out activities aimed at overthrowing the people's administration.”

The espionage crimeis a fabrication made by Vietnam based on non-concrete evidence in violation of its
own law. Article 69 of the Viethamese condtitution recognizes the rights of freedom of expresson and
opinions.

The Hanoi’ s Supreme Court of Apped’s sentencing of Pham Hong Son clearly violates internationd
gandards for the protection of human rights including freedom of expression. Thisis another outrageous
example of Viet Nam usng vaguely worded nationd security legidation to crimindize activitieswhich

are conddered aslegd under international law and in most countries of the world.

Dr. Son has committed NO crime under internationd law. Vietnam has denied Son hisrightsto free
expression and sentenced him behind closed trid. He has not advocated violence or the overthrow of the
Vietnamese government, neither has he passed on state secrets. Heis only an advocate for democracy,
peaceful palitica change and human rights for 80 million people of Vietnam via Internet.

Therefore, we urge you to demand the Socialist Republic of Vietnam to immediately and
unconditionally release Dr. Pham Hong Son now.

Respectfully submitted,

1.) Signature: Date:

Full Name:

Address;

City/State/Zip code:

2.) Signature: Date:

Full Name:

Address;

City/State/Zip code:

Source: Reutersand others: http://community.webshots.com/scripts/editPhotos.fcgi ?action=viewall& album| D=87513659
(To participating members: 1. Email, fax and/or send this|letter to your political representatives as mentioned above.

2. One week after sending your letter, please call them to follow up on your request. Click herefor their addresses
phone #s/Emails: _http://www.avra.or g/contacts pdf

The U.S. House Representatives: http://www.house.gov/writerep/

Members of Senate: http://www.senate.gov/contacting/index by sate.cfm
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